COULD YOU BECOME A MANSE VISITOR?

(or maybe identify someone else who could!)

The District Property Secretary of the North West England Methodist District is asking each Methodist Circuit to identify two people (at least one of which must be a woman) who would be willing to take up the role of a Manse Visitor.  This is an urgent need.

Manse Visitors operate in pairs and when we were part of the Manchester and Stockport Methodist District, each pair was often husband and wife, so two or even more volunteers fitting this description would be ideal.  Whilst ministers will be aware of the role of Manse Visitors, it is suspected that most Circuit meeting members may not.

Basically the role of Manse Visitors is to visit a manse in a neighbouring Circuit, NOT THEIR OWN and provide the District with an independent assessment of the adequacy of the accommodation for a minister or deacon and his/her family, confirm that the standard of accommodation required of a manse is being met, and confirm that the principles of good maintenance are being followed.  The visit is formally described as an expression of the District’s pastoral and oversight responsibility towards a minister or deacon, their family members and the local Circuit.  Visits to each manse typically take place once every 5 years, although in some circumstances, there are additional visits.  Neighbouring Circuits to the Oldham Circuit, which might be visited are the Glossop and Tameside Circuit, the Rochdale and Littleborough Circuit, the Bury Circuit and the United Stockport Circuit

The new North West England Methodist District is aiming to identify sufficient Manse Visitors so that each pair will only be asked to conduct just one manse visit each year, although there may be some catch up required initially which could require two visits.  As a result, the role is not particularly demanding of volunteers.

The District will identify a manse to be visited, provide the names and contact details of the resident and then it is up to the Manse Visitors to arrange a date and a time for a visit, convenient to all parties. The District will pay reasonable travel expenses.

Each visit typically lasts about 1.5 hours (plus travel time).  During the visit the Manse Visitors complete a four page form, known as Schedule J, through discussion with the residents, and also identify any concerns that the residents have with the accommodation.  The form is largely in the form of a questionnaire, so completion of the form is not particularly demanding.  

Manse Visitors are also invited to become part of a meeting once a year, which discusses visits.  The meeting may be online or in person.

All volunteers will need to understand the accommodation needs of ministers and deacons, be good listeners, appreciate confidentiality and ideally have their own transport. At least one of the pair should be comfortable with simple form–filling.

As is the practice in the Methodist Church, all volunteers will initially be required to complete safer recruitment forms and undergo a DBS check in accord with safeguarding requirements.  The latter will be arranged by the District, who may also set up some training for new Manse Visitors.

If you feel called to serve the Methodist church in this way, could you please contact Joanna (email: admin@oldhammethodist.org.uk, tel: 07483 100847) before the end of October 2026; so that she can pass your details to the District Property Secretary. 

If you would like to explore the role further with a current manse visitor before committing, then no doubt this could also be arranged by the District Property Secretary.

Also, if you know anyone within your church who you feel may be particularly suited to the role please provide them with a copy of his document and ask them to contact Joanna, if they are interested in volunteering.
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